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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

BICOLL ANNOUNCES THE SIGNING OF A NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH GENFIT AND 

THE PARTIAL FINANCING OF A 3.2 MILLION EURO JOINT EUROTRANS-BIO 

PROJECT BY ERA-NET/ EUROPEAN COMMISSION  

 

Munich, Germany – July 3
rd

, 2007 – The Bicoll GmbH, a biopharmaceutical company specializing in 

high-tech natural product chemistry to identify novel small molecules for drug discovery and related 

innovative fields, today announces the signing of a collaboration agreement with Genfit SA (ALGFT) 

(Lille, France), a biopharmaceutical company committed to drug discovery and development in the 

field of cardiovascular, inflammatory and metabolic disease. 

 

Bicoll and Genfit will combine their strength in biopharmaceutical drug discovery and development to 

search for novel ligands binding to a well-characterized class of nuclear receptors that are relevant 

targets for diseases with an inflammatory component. These orphan nuclear receptors share structural 

features of classical steroid receptors but by definition lack identified natural or synthetic ligands. 

 

The joint research project "OLNORME: Occurrence of novel Ligands for a Nuclear Orphan Receptor 

in plant Metabolites" will be based on the screening of the highly diversified library of plant 

metabolites established by the Bicoll Group. Bicoll will provide Genfit with a defined number of 

Profiles
TM

. These property-sorted fractions are generated from plant extracts with Bicoll's robust, 

innovative separation system with a proprietary separation phase. 

 

Bicoll further announces that the joint research proposal was selected for a partly and risk sharing 

support of the overall cost of 3.2 million Euro. Part of the funding is done by the EuroTrans-Bio/ERA-

Net call for transnational research projects in the fields of health, agro/food and environment. Further 

partners for the research project are the University of Lille 2 (R&D department), France, and the 

University of Freiburg (R&D department), Germany. 

 

"We are pleased to disclose the facts about the OLNORME project today, after the final agreement of 

our local national funding organization," commented Kai Lamottke, Managing Director of Bicoll. 

 

"Small molecules from plants have long been of interest for their reliable ability to produce compounds 

with distinct biological or pharmacological properties. More than 50% of drugs on the market today 

are based on natural compounds as the active principle. This risk-sharing grant from the EU and 



German Government enables us further to demonstrate the successful integration of natural products 

screening via Profiles
TM

 in this distinguished disease area. The partner's assay will screen an estimated 

number of more than +100.000 natural compounds to deliver drug candidates for further development. 

 

About the EuroTrans-Bio/ ERA-Net initiative 

The EuroTrans-Bio initiative's goal is to support trans-national R&D private/private and private/public 

co-operations between companies, especially SMEs, and academic labs by coordinating their national 

or regional public funding programs. Thus, EuroTrans-Bio fosters economic and academic biotech 

players in sharing risks, costs and skills related to innovation in order to develop in a more efficient 

way new products and technologies that could reach the market in the short/medium term. 

 

EuroTrans-Bio is a consortium between 17 Members (Agencies and Ministries) from 9 European 

countries and regions. The coordination of the EuroTrans-Bio initiative is funded by the European 

Commission in the ERA-Net scheme. 

 

About Bicoll 

Bicoll is a biopharmaceutical company specializing in high-tech natural product chemistry to identify 

novel small molecules for drug discovery and related innovative fields. The research focus is on 

making compounds from natural resources compatible with customers' screening systems for drug 

discovery and various other fields of application. Bicoll's advanced approach of property-based 

screening selects promising candidates early on and avoids investment in less promising compounds. 

Bicoll's products and additional services, like custom synthesis, are tailored to its customers' needs to 

accelerate the development process of new pharmaceuticals. 

 

The Bicoll Group participates in several confidential research projects and provides its services to a 

number of international clients of various fields of interest, e.g. pharmaceutical and agrochemical 

industry. The Bicoll Group comprises two legal entities: Bicoll GmbH in Munich, Germany and, since 

2001, Bicoll Biotechnology (Shanghai) Co. Ltd., P.R. China. Technology development, cooperation 

management and marketing are functions in Munich, while facilities for research and development are 

located in Shanghai. Bicoll currently employs 25 people at both locations. 


